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SUB J : SOVIETS NEGOTIATING FOR SHANNON LANDING RIGHTS 

1. SOURCE IN CIVIL AVIATION DIVISION OF IRISH DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORT AND POWER HAS ADVISED US THAT IRISH CIVIL AIR AUTHORITIES 
ARE DISCUSSING WITH SOVIETS LANDING RIGHTS FOR AEROFLOT AT SHANNON. 
ALL THAT IS ENVISAGED IS STOPOVER ON MOSCOW/LENINGRAD/NEW YORK ROUTE 
RATHER THAN STOP AT HEATHROW/LONDON. THERE IS NO INDICATION WHEN 
AGREEMENT WILL BE REACHED, BUT IRISH AUTHORITIES DO NOT ANTICIPATE 
DIFFICULTIES. 

2. OUR SOURCE ADDED THAT THERE IS NO CONSIDERATION BEING GIVEN TO 
BILATERAL AIR AGREEMENT WITH USSR. IRISH HAVE NO INDICATION THAT 
AEROFLOT WISHES TO SERVE IRELAND, AND AER LINGUS IS DEFINITELY NOT 
INTERESTED IN ROUTE TO USSR. 
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